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mas it ſnoner determined into that ten= 
dency, but it*wis greatly "confirmed and 
purrkened 2 mn the fame; by this confede= 
ration: That your Lordſhip was ever 

LAſenoritof. Really Ancient 
& Tea, when.others 
t*fo'muth as Ave coun- 
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but to florid avd\Abeent \vhoguy.zi.ta an 
elegant Libell, or Cn 
ment. | 
But then ( which is*#+"ſthpe of all 
this) how. happy.,, ay Lord, are 
we Chriſtians, that ſerve a Maſter, 
of -fach inefable magnificence. 
A Prince ſu 1ncomparably Sweet and 
Heazenh).... there 1s no utterin 
His Rita, kindneſs. To - 
temt to do it, 1s at once to undertake 
an impoſſible work, and run our ſelves 
direttly upon moſt certain fruſtration. 
Pray, my Lord, I moſt humbly be= 
ſeech you, to this Tlluſtrious FES VS 
( the Gloriow, but wronged Argument - 
of me Diſcourſe) that I may ſerve Him: 
$1 WES mn my inferior capacity ; 
| and honour Him in imitating that rare 
example of o1gilance and mom ; 
MPcD. 
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CHRIST FESUS. came -tnto the. 
Warld to ſave Sinners, 62:4. 


AI95 O)cxrite and call-ferth.our beſt attention. 
S520. the Words. rehearſed , «the, HQLY: 
y1nts camaro og ry} themin-'2- fo-- 


0h gn en ” 


oro anneat oft rtvaocyas What 
have beets faidrin ſo ſhoft: a.\Period,: to) 
renkano ſioananimiatcnione, tie d2 22lftoq 


GR of 6. fee 
thereof, And bork theſe are EEK 


16 the recited ſentence :::For 1t.i18 7156s) 'a. fai 
ful ot credible ſaying ,; and mim Sad js Spas Wor-- 
thy of all reception or acceptation. can prove the 


firſt; the latter will follow! "7 its own ne :JfI can 
make it out to be/Truethat CH R1.S-T-camento the. 
World to fave: finners.;. the Poſition, mult needs- be, 
wy Acceptable\, becauſe of ſingular advantage to 


cn that it- is a; great and notorious Tryth, may 
be argued with powerful and eviative eIdenice, | from 
theſethree: op ur | 


B x. Divine 
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The End of 
Tha Titkaof CHRIST. And 
Ja. n 5 
3s. The courſe or tengur of his Terreſtrial [ Life.. 
Firſt, This is manifeſt from- inſpired: Teſtimonies ;. . 
which are every where reſperſedt'm. the New Teſta- 
rſs, Sf corn 2 © SAVIOUR, contin 
ecies, of his coming, as a. 
je mop rſt noe Whichinight gt well be calld in/as-un. 
onable, witneſlss. ta. ſfitrom - It ma 
fires one purpoe to note, ets ow Bvangeliſts. 
their joint ſuffi and arceſta- 
f = wi it in:Ins: Goſſ 008- 
| Maris) conte . tu at mbich is: 
Mark 2417s avers'it' in hiss. F came es 10! call the na ” 
Lake 9, 56 Jen 0 Se. Lake: in his;. The Saw of 


Jobn, 13. 47; 
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> - Shephi "this Good! 2 

, to: fave his Flock from. 
Coal and  violeace; and ſuch piteous havock and dis 
laniationsg. as ravenous Wolves and-rapazious Vermin 
would make” "them ' He'is ſaid» to be: the- 
LIFE: Andt when he came, it was (moſt: 
aluredly ) to fave. us from Death ; Or (as himſelf 
expreſſes. 
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whole Law, inits dulleſt Laticude'of injunttions. / 
wes fo far from reſiſting the: Heavenly. mind ; a 
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ating contrary to the Divine'pleaſure ; that - he never 
violated any Political or \Humane Sanctions, provided 
they were juſt in their Conſtitution, 'and in-their Ob- 
ſeryance warrantable.  * 1 : 4 
And hence'it follows, 'that when: he- was affliQed 


and: 'abuſed\;-"it'-was- not -for-- any* perſonal 
fanlts ord ies \\- beextſe:he 'badinone. - And. 
ſince he could apd Yie'as he did; for any ob- 


4iquities or miſdemeanors: of his / own ,/ it. remains he 
did} ſo\for wobley-+ Jand-ro higher and more- ex- 


;cellent' ends” afd!! +\'To-perform--a -work - of 
'a | Chariby'p and-anioffice + of | Metcy-- for - the 


World-of ſinners. />'To reconcile them'to the DEITY. 
they had: Rebelliouſlyi Ni 1 and prevent the ri- 
-ine-of thoſe : precious: they-hdd-raſhly forfeited ; 
by pi01ng his Bloadfor-ehedeletery of their Offences, 
-and5his:aneſtimable@life + for: the- price of | their'-Re- 
And to make-it clear that _ \ part" of this . 
* life-upon- Earth, miniſtred to'\the-deſfign-of expiating 
-our;/4ins ;/and'redeeming; us: from the-puniſhmenrs | 
" andtorturbus: ſeveritics due unto ran! is/faid-in - 
Scerifture;to bear vurifins.; to:be wounded forroar tranſ- 
greſſons;' to be bruiſed for- our: iniquities : and where - 
there is mention made of:his diſmal Sufferings, they 
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{are; referred: tows, .and-put/as .it were-upon wr ac- 
.compt:« And (truly: (his Sufferings he ſaves 


us from ſing he'ts :falſy {tiled wi: $AVbOU R and 
DELIVERER. -by the infallible Writers: . For - as 
every one ſees; they that/'are:/CHREST:S, are 
liable to infelicities, as 1welli as/othergo? Toias many 
fears, and; dangers, and miſcries;;and:deaths:ag any 
it the World-:: Yea, fortheirbeing-the Servants and : 
Diſciples'of!:FE S US, they [are vo7e cHiable: to- theſe, 
than other Men. | So that, if*his ſufferings' do not reſ- 
| Cue 
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" CH ® & T * Advent. "—_—_ " 
cue them: from their ſins ,- Ke hires uſe u SA- 
ag rating doen "s Jerrager of ts t 

ingaging them-in that Religion, which ex 
Airy a thofrevile that ocherwi would. «lp more 
ſeldom, and leis heavy-upe them; | 

The Doctrine then is 'CHRIS T JESUS 
came into the World to Jeve finwers. Bs REPES rather 
than another ?>': d 90 

' The''ireaſon' is eakie, wy foods given ; Joni none 
befides hinvwas able to dvir.- 'To vanquiſh berg 
deprive: it ofits ſting ; to conquer Hell, ad difarif 
it of its. power to ſatisfie the Law;.andto beaF i 
its curſe ;. o pacifie the wrath of an/incenſed ; 
by doing to _ Juſtice; -and to _ 
Kin) 4s ivated Spirits, by :expiating t ilt 
of their rf eros Sir Kors vg lefs this 
inſuperable difficulty , to' any -but 'him” with whom - 
all' things" are” poſſible; If the weight and 'preflure 
of this -ponderous -burthen,. had been laid upon the 
ſhoulders of the ſtrongeſt' Angel, it would have ſunk 
ham-iomediately into perdirion,” and [there have k 
him forever and ever: Andif the loftieſt4vje4; 
not ſave the World,” how'muth le able is" ny Mat 
to doit ?. The: Soul plung'd into Hell Five' Thouſand 
Years ; .is as far ors fat i fgr”her' oipy im> 
whar.ſh& hath i i468 if the were 
oyefterday. * Andre hens _ 
fatisfactions wilt fill be as ſhort and i 5 as 
they were the firſt moment ſheibegan-co flame: And 
if, a man by ſufferjng .the"infernal» plagues,” cannot 
make amends-for his ow#-enormities3"rhen how: much 
leſs Im the. ſuperaboundiny wickedneſs of .all the 
World ? | 


That + 


_—_ 
ceatares are able 40 ſatisffe far 


./That no . our 
K = G6 to fave our Souls; is demonſtrated 


This Satisfaction they muſt eſſe, either by darirs 
or ſufferi s; But by acither of theſe ways can they 
do x3 arid therefore not at all. 

1/. Notby Detics. For the beſt obedience perform- 
able by them is due to GOD as the Author of 
their beings. - And: if all their obedience muſt go to 
I NITEn fs ce which they owe them- 

a 297 ane any. of it be 'd. towards 
Satisfa he ether? Yes God is not only. the Au» 
thor of their beings, but moreover the Donor of that 
Yo 0,700 wont they y agree; ay FE 

A005 Gn peo Fn Bb 
hae the et lay 2 Ganja Jor their own, 
others immoralities. Nor 


(Can -they do it in way of puniſbmeve. For 
EE ne being peoprcl agin againitan lofaite Majeſty, do 
an Infinize ity,and are not to be ex- 

of puniſhmeacs that are in- 

be © in way of Jaration: And 

ater i ts always to 

e.ſinsof Men; when 


would thi hxidaion (ſs making) be feaiſhe? —_ 
would. our Salvation: eyer be T0 
berauſe none could do this mighty Work, rar Fieran 
adorable one in the Text, therefore he was pleaſed 
to'ſet his band to it; CHRIST JESS came 
into #be World to ſave finners. 
what means 15 it done > Why, by anche jlieſs 
faftion, be made for our treſpaſſes. Which furisfaction 
lyes chiefly, if not only, in his ruful ſufferings. For be- 
ing made under the Law , by virtue of his A 
| - 


CHRISF'S Advent. 
he' was ſtricbly oblig'd, to-yield: an. Adequate: obedi- 
ence thereunts,, on his own: accompt. Nor doewhis _ 
ative: Obedience ſeem. to be an ingredient into his 
fatisfadtion, but on i ns 
of his paſſion; in his free and voluntary ſubmiſſion 
£o,. and' meek and-1o 
tial ſtate. 


nt 00 he is faid to be 
= Op elſe > en ng in Es 


ive proprieties of each Nature to- 
be ſtill roy in: >= an diſtiattascſs and. ia» - 


grit: Fo. rt gat to- 


SatisfaQion _ denies, 2 


= Divine uftitie neque ſatisfeciſſe, __— pq ncktur 


wile. That: CHRIST. neither bath © 
ſatisfied 


tisfieret, . opius 


«ry 


Lib, 3. deSer* 
Var. cap. 10. 


The End of 


ſatisfied the Divine Juſtice, 'nor was it neceſſary, that 


it/(howld be ſatisfied. Yea; which is! worſe, he ranks 
this 'DoCtrine amongſt plane nugatoria,' meer 'trifles. 
And: which is grofſeſt of all, he calls 'the opinion, 
Frigidum, falſum, abſurdum, fade fummeque injuſtum, 
& horribiliter blaſphemum :- Cold, falſe, abſurd, vilely 
and extremely injuſt, . and horribly blaſphemous. | 
But: in- confutation of this black, and -wild, and 
pernicious figment ; we' are taught from above,: that 
CHRIST died 4z$ ip, and own iy. Forus. And 
that not only as an Example, but asa REDEEMER, 
And therefore he'is called avregv, a price, and arriilegy, 
a; ranſom. "And; we are farther inſtrufted- char ''he 
died: ducepniy, for 'our fins: and was delivered 
To! deduce, for our offences: and ſuffered ai} 
duaprian, for: our iniquities. All which phraſes ( to 
them that underſtand the Greek Idism, and the ſenſe 
of - the expreſſions, as commonly-uſed by Maſtefs of 
that language, and Writers in it) do-clearly' ſignifie; 
that our ſinsare not only the fna/, but impulſrucrand me- 
ritorious cauſeof CHRIST'S death. | 
-- Andtherefore we are told farther ſtil; that he was 
a ſacrifice for us. © Not 'only' wego 0g, an offering ; 
but 'iAaghe jor, a' propitiation: Vea, xgTmleg, a curſe. 
Which implies again, and'irrefragably-proves, that 
he did not only die, »oſtro bono, for our Good; 
but #oſtro loco, in our ſtead. And that his death was 
really ſatisfatory in that fenſe, which our Church em- 
phatically teaches in her common Office, He ſufferet 
death upon - the Croſs, for our Redemption, aud made 
there a full, perfett, and ſufficient. ſacrifice, oblation, 
and ſatisfattion, for the fins of the whole World, And 
by means of - this . ſatisfation, the diſpleaſure of 
ALMIGHTY GOD, who was provoked, is ap- 
peaſed. ' The Equity of. his inexorable.Juſtice, which 
| was 
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was injured ; is vindicared;... The Yaurhority of his 
indiſpenſable Law, which maspronrieaty + is fenced 
and ſecured, The guilt ,of .the, Criminous, where- 
with they were corrupted ; is exterminated,and aboliſh- 
ed. And the gu.lty, moſt guilty ſinners, which muſt 
have  beea condemned ; may now be certainly and 
eternally ſaved. | 

But there is one Query ſti] behind. 

Upon what conditions may we through CHRIST 
obtain Salvation? They are theſe two; Faith and 
Righteouſneſs, And therefore it” is ſaid, Ze that believ- 
eth (hall be {oped : and, The. Righteous ſhall go into life 
Eternal.” But if in this faith there happens a failure, 
or an intercifjon falls out in our Righteouſneſs ; then 
Repentance comes in as an uſeful os pg and 
where it is, unfeigned, makes amends for- all defi- 
ciencies, | Se 1 

Upoa this Queſtion another may be grafted ; Name- 
ly, Whether we are tg be ſaved by CHRIST'S im 
puted Righteouſneſs? The judgments of moſt have 
leaned to the affirmat;ve. And tho I;muſt, not under- 
take to determine the, Problem ;, yet I may yenture 
to alert of this prevailing So gra that norwirhad 
iog its great reputation and Authority, it. 1s liable at 
leaſt to one notable exception; and meet. to be \ recet- 
ved, with, ove prudent caution. f | 


Abraham believed GO D, and it was IMPUTED 
to him for Righteouſneſs. But, the ſenſe of that Text, 
can, only, be.this. GOD gave' Abraham a Promile; 
.and. Abraham. gave credit to the Promiſe he made; .. 
2s it, was fit he. ſhould upon the. accompt of his ve- 
racity, And x fo doipg, hedid 4 righteous act ; 7" 
or 


a a The Bude 
Joi foHe ts ied" Witt, in ?har" Fon 14 

— Verſoh! Brit whar's this to the" itt jr 
&f HRTST''S righteouſneſs? : 
©-+Tn the: fame Chapter it is remembred, that David 
deſcribeth the Blefledneſs of that man, unto whom 
'GOD' tmputerh righteouſneſs. And his words are 
theſe: Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquities are forgiven, 
and whoſe fins are covered, Bleſſed is the'man anto 
whom the LORD will not impute fin. So that all the 
imputing of Righteouſneſs here, amounts to' no more, 
thin a” nox-imputation of (im: © And therefore this 
Place” does plane ſabvert, \rather than ſupport the 
«controverted Article. 

It is faid' alſo,. 1 Cor. 1. 30. That CHRIST 7s 
"made ynto as Righteouſneſs. But how ſhould" this be 
done, ſay the favourers of :the'.opimiort\, nnlels* by 
imputation } Yet the whole verſe runs thys: But of 
"Bimt art 'Ye i.CBERTISFFESOUS who! of GOD 
is made untons ng and Riffhteoaſneſs, and Santi 


Heation, and Redemprion. Now durlt any mamtain, 


"th CCHRT fs) Re timg 
ir” t6' us EN Vert vaſt ee "io pre: 
: irifer ftoin the words, as" is et ri reins 
| by t#puration. - For the*6ne "is 'there '{aid” to be 7m 
pared,” as muctr as ence, th _ und oy for ovent 

Fat Sal ible thence 'be"the one, in 
PRdag kd doo ha e 'is the" A "A te is 
"he" eo, cauſe" He" EN both'#\$nd'fot"the 
fame reaſon he is faid tb ” var peact f00 z becauſe he 
purchas'd and oak '> it for-us. : 
we Bats, th alles os Har, O E. Paul; | 
ence of ) q | 
Row: 5.19. © Righca ig gy his 2s Ye? Wy war by- bs 
REN» except"ir'bs. Bipitet Tank; fr'is* p6- 
able they x 0Þ And eſs very wor iÞem' _ 
cline 
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CHRIST® $\AIdvent. 
dline:\to andrher ſenſe; © The ſame Pen which virote 


them, has recorded thi of 1CHRIST likepiſe v/Thas 
He humbled hinel, and. became obedieut uaro0Wenghy 


even the death of the CROSS: $9, whoretoze," (for: 


which very condeſcenfive obedience of his) GO:D 
has highly exalted. Kim, and giuen him a Name'above 
every, Nawe.” Or (as wel read ehſeyhere has givem 
Him all power in Heaven and Earth. \And- fo'power 

to dif me Righteouſneſs unto , his Pevple:” Anti 1b/ 
the « 197A ce of CHRIST, may (become \inſtru-- 
mental to the'making many. Righteous, tho it' be nor- 
imputed to them, becauſe it was a means to-Uhtirle: 
Him, and inveſt him ## in; (a Foun of <ijpeufing Righ- 
teouſneſs to men; «« | 

Theſe are chief Texts upon which the DoRrine of 
Imputation-has been founded. © And from'theſe it has 
been as boldly and: magiſterially 'raughr and-recoth- 
mended, as if it were there delivered d toridenovarkny 2 
expreſs "words. But whether*they' teach it fo: clearly; 
and-juſtifie'1t fo fully, and make ſo 'very ' nece 
to- be believed as ſome imagine ; let' the intelligent 
judg. I ſpeak nothing in a definitive. or dogmarieat 
way. - Only I\find that:our Church im her! Articles, 
ſays not thus; bur that we . are accompred” Mighttowr; 
only for tht merit of our LORD. 

But thoſe of us ther' have cordially embraced this 
opinion,, and think we have-reafon' to adhere to 
the ſame; lee us always do it with th:5 canton : 
Never ſo wy upor! the righteouſnefs of CVRJST, as 
fo neglect cighteouſnefs in onr ſelves, Forthat's rhe In. 
fluence ( it is to be feared )* which this' perſwafton 
has upon many : While they truft to; = eg 
their SAVIOUR?S ri ofiteoiuſneſs!'the 
righteouſneſs i in thedife tous: Wietoutwhich bom 
1 arr Fe, Hall nave? Ho' 20 
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+. The, End of © 
the DoArine in diſpute -were true.. And to take us 
ofthe _ of 'Righteouſneſs'in our ſelves ,. we 
Jay \conſider ;- there is. nathing more earneſtly or. 
requently- urged in the ſacred Volume, tlian-our -be- 
ing. a&ually righteous. Awake to Righteouſneſs : fol- 
low after Righteouſneſs ; live unto. Righteouſneſs : ha- 
ving on the breſft-plat: of Righteouſneſs : being filled 
with the fruits of Righteouſneſs. And not to multiply 
Quotations, St, Fohn, let us hear ſpeak once for all, 
He that doth righteouſneſs is righteous. So that he 
alone can be the zruly righteous man, that is pratti- 
cally ſo. | 
. And beſides; we are required to be Holy as GO D 
is Foly. But GOD we know is not immputatively 
Holy, and therefore neither muſt we be ſo only, Bur 
as his holineſs is intrinſic, natural, and eſſential : fo 
ours muſt be inherent , proper ,- and. perſonal. _ Elſe 
it can never. ſymbolize with 4s, nor come up to a 
juſt reſemblance of it; as it ought to do, in. confor- 
mity to that Apoſtolical Precept ; Put-on the new man, 
which after GOD, is created in Righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs, Eph. 4. 24- | 
And the truth 1s, ſuch a&4uai, ſolid; and fubſtan- 
tial Righteouſneſs as this, -is indiſpenſably needtul to 
qualifie us for the happineſs of the future. ſtate. For 
ould impious miſcreants that are deſtitute of it, be 
tranſlated-thither ; they would be but: as Batts,in ;the 
Sun- ſhine; and the felicities about them', would be 
matter- of trouble and uneaſineſs to-them, through 
want of righteouſneſs. For the bleſſedneſs of a ſtate 
reſults from the congruity betwixrt the excellencies 
in it, and the perſons that poſſeſs it. Now unleſs we 
be righteous, there is no ſymmetry or agreement, . be- 
twixt our diſpoſitions, 'and the Heavenly Beatitudes : 
and therefore were we. placed in Heaven its ſelf with» 
out righteouſneſs, we could not be happy. And ' 
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. And this' (by the way) gives a plauſible: accompe, 
and the true reaſon, _ Bd pot dutics upon 
us. Not becaule ating them is beneficial 5 or omit- 
ting them, any way detrimental to himſelf : but. be- 
cauſe thereby we might improve-our righteouſneſs, 
and acquire ſuch habits of goodneſs to our ſelyes, as 
might elevate our - Souls into a meet capacity, of 
i0joying the Glories of the Eternal World, and of 
being beatifgg in that fruition. 

And for this reiftby CHRIST cannot ſave (inners, 
but on terms of righteouſneſs. Not only becauſe ir 
is otherwiſe decreed, but becauſe it is impoſſible ; 
there being no: ſalvation. no ſuch thing as happineſs 
to be had, without actual righteouſnels, even in the 
preſence of G O D himſelt. An unrighteous Soul is 
as incapable of the Bearific Viſion, as a blind Eye is 
of ſeeing the light of the Sun. 

And therefore as for I»fants, 1diots, and the like, 
who cannot be indued with this ſort of righteouſneſs ; 
mercy ſaves them upon another accompt , and their 
happineſs may be anather- thing: conſiſting not ſo 
much in accumulated pleaſures, as in an Anodynous 
condition, and a ſtate of Indolence. For the Higher, 
life having ſeveral degrees of bliſs in it, the loweſt 
of theſe -degre2s {which falls to the lot of the-menti- 
oned parties) may lye chiefly in an exemption. or 
total immunity from all kind of troubles, Ar leaſt 
the felicities cannot be ſo feet, and ſtrong, and ' ſub» 
limate ; as thoſe of more pertectly jak; 

4 Having made good what the Text aſſerts, that 


CHRIST FESUS came into the World. to ſave |, 


Sinners : And reſolved three material Queſtions con» 
cerning our Salvation : The Firſt, touching. the Au» 
thor; the Second , the Means; and - the Third, 
the Terms and Conditions: thereof : Now may ſuch 


, 
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The Fad of \ - 
Inferences feaſoriably- come in; as\are moſt. dedacible 
from the'words# '/ '® I'S E0O1 | T COR: 
;:r0The Firſt This} {1 25 255 0140s 5 ell 

If man had mot \inned',' GOD had not been Yucars 
nate. The very end of his Advent, or coming in' a 
Body ,. was to ſave Singers: -IF therefore there had 
bear no ſinners'to fave; he had” never ſo. come into 
- the 'World,! 'Some ' have thought: and taught: others 
wiſe: and amongſt the reſt, that.noble and renowned 
Picus of Mirandula, Who undertook to maintain , 
that, 8+ Adam mou peccaſſet, Deus fuifſet incarnatus, 
Jed non erucifixus; © If -Adam had -not- ſinned; G:0 D 
had heenincaruate, but not cracifted :.Which is highly 
improbable. | 7 

2. What a bitter Lamentation may- we juftly take 
wp for the wnbelieving Fews? CHRIST is come to 
ſave them, and they ſtill expect him. He died' for 
chem; he diediamongf them ; and yet they: think. he 
3s '\not'born;, Being given up to-a Reprobate mind, 
and ſtrong deluſions ; and a ſpirit of dull and -mone 
ftruous incredulity ; they will not be perfwaded that 
he aſſamed/ our Nature, and 7abernacied amongſt us, 
accordifigto'the expreſſion of the HOLY-GHOS TT, 
- '-He anſwered the Quality and character of the:Meſt 
ah inall points; fave only that'he was, not 'a tem» 
poral Prinee, as they: miſconceiv'd. he- ſhould -be; 
hich- groſs and” unhappy notion of theirs, : was ins 
deed (the forrfrdation: of ;alt theirs prejadice; and. malice 
againſt him: 'He was born when the Regal and Les 
gpflative'power-was departed-fronvthe Jews :; His Mo- 
ther was « Virgin z of the -City of Berblehew;; . of 
the Tribe of Fudah; of the Houſe 'of David'. All which 
was to*be.'' And, whiclt is- maye,'avhen he:Preached 
| ro the Jews, fd converſed with them, he: atteſted 
his Divinity with figns and wonders, with; Glorious 
Se CAFR K pro- 


CHRIST S Advent. 
4nd; 529 Mirgdlee” Wd Fitl 
bebe 


t 
he' Regifter of their Priits, ” ng np 


the Son of the living G DD, and res Pary. 
But when all ' was done, they reje&ed him at laſt ; 


and count him no better” to this very day, than a 

Grand Impoſtor, and -baſe and curſed: Seducer of their 
Nation. 

:: Olet us pity.them, arid from onr hearts -bewail 

their deplorable condition. We can hardly beſtow 

our-tears better, than wpor that blind, and obſtinete, 
and'forſaken Pe le. 


' 200 How'waſt ; a omndidg/and Dintited is CHRIST'S , 


affettion towards us? Tt is High'as the Heavens, 'un- 


meaſurable as. Erernity, infinite as Hinaſelf. * Itf has . 


far out-ated'all-Romancey and —_— to/ be nm 
within the compaſs'of bo compare wi 

this, 'the-wildeſt Coe cand moſt impoſlible 
ſtories of licentious fiction, may" ſeem both probable 
andimodeſtthings: Thar CHRIST JESUS ſhould 
eome, -atid comeinto the'World,” to fave fitinets'; Lord 
what'a Love was this, and who-/catt' Expreſs it! Ex 
preſf&it?! Alas it words thereV too great petrury' ro't0 


it. Yea thoughts thetnſelves ate much» t60: ntrfow © 


to/ conceive ir. When they unite with Nirengeltforee, 
and: even-dilats gheir whole: eapacity; and ſtrive" t6 
graſp it, in theie"apprehdnſion';{ they ſtrait therts 
te! beyond' theit' power, and" diffblve i 
toiconfug'd di taetion, leaving this mind iff Tveet a> 
ory erence 2's 
| Miraculous love!' ſach liay none: _— « G OD 
could: ever have! riftwifeſted) Add: (0: thanifeſted ; 
as no men -upor{ Barrti- \larM3 ied" ifuphe: 


For us once to have whiſpered ſuch-a thing in . 


the. ALMIGHTIES Ear, as his Sons Incarna- 
tion 


g” 


XI. 


an for our; Redemprion ; tho with Yes lad in the 
heye boen-t eſt pitch of Unpardonable Preſump- 
moaſtruous {avour wich the boldeſt - durſt-'not ask; 
GOD freely granced; without requeſt : and fo much 

- * Tae HOLY GHOST'S deſcription of this 
more emphatical, -Epli..1. 18. That ye may be able to 
comprehend the bredth,, and length, and depth,- and 
of -Love deſcribed thus: . Yet "this, I: fay, is ſo-far - 
from -be.ng' improper and abſurd," that it is moſt 
dimenſions to. it, -he-does bur illuſtrate; and commend 
its excellence, making, it even a-firm and folid Body 
peculiarity of it, is. not to be found bur in the Blef- 
ſed DEITY, which is love eſlential.  O conſider 
der ar; it... That -GOD the -FATHER ſhould 
ſend.-his SON-; and -G OD the $SQN ſhould ;come 
ſuch a'way, and: come to ſuch an end; what man- 
ner...of / love was- here ?- What - mighty love? What 
ate Love? Speak O-Heavens, and declare O Earth, 
if everye./beheld the like, What ſhall I ſay to ir? 
to hold my -peace. 1 will ;do therefore.as I now di- 
rected; think; and; wonder, but; ſpeak no- mare; 


ilty ;- would 
tion, 'and a hemy 4s loud . as Thunder: But-that 
the-greater. was. his lave'for that. | 
matchleſs love, -is{trange and unuſual, to make it the 
heighth of CHRIST'S /ove. We no where read 
, apt and congruous.* For while he imputes Phyſical 
of Love; ſuch as for the unparallel'd perfetion and 
this love and -wonder ; conſider it, I ſay, and won« 
himſelf ;, and come. to ſuch -a- place, and come in. 
marvellous /Love'? What: boundleſs, peerlefs,; patlio- 
O what ſhall I fay concerning it? My beſt way is 
Aſtoaiſhe filence is. the ficteſt Eloquence. | 


And 


\ CHRJSE Sees. 
4nd t 


no more & voy he —_— na 
rhat famous Doftor'S. Paul; who (avall twig) 
—_ Tigonton F _— 


remark plang'd 1n-dif- 
\ abqur it; learned :and 
ng this,incompte -- 


cif too ze! Sn 
love, he, was preſently; non:pluſt ; and: fain-to- 

himſelf at a ſtrange rate, Fph..qi/ ug; no v5 
than contradiction. That ye may be able to know the 
Love 'of CHRIST, that paſſeth knowledge. » What a 
ſignificant inconſiſtency? - What aſweer.and pregnant 
incongruity /is here!? / Can we meafure'that which" 1s 
boundleſs} : Can we fathom that whielvisbottomleſs 2 
Can we know that love which paſſeth knowledge 2 
But thus we muſt: ralk 'of this ſurpaſſing: love, 
nor:can we do it in better -terms:.;''To: ſuck abfurds- 


ties it. drives poener wr aomcl, -to/ difecurle of-its- 1m- 
menſity.' { Of , nn oP on 97's vert 


"x 


But then while t ins let none ny | 
fincere and hearty Pro , £0about co mthe 
divine love to them. To do that wow, will be! tdo 

tousand unreaſonable. i Rorhe that: contem- 

plates this illuſtrious act, -of this 4 "into. this 
World to fave it; ' and fluctuates and 
haango- of JESUS; his! indulgente: to, his! Pe 
1 wherher the Suncſhines {at 

| — doubr if rhe (plainieſt-and moſtdemondrabls 
truths, be nor fallacious and incertain'thiings. - 


71 —_ Corry emoinetg nels 1+ ALY 'E 18-41; 


| Herein he-has giver! us, {al 
fabek coheny\@ cares dajth rr aryanyy ur To of 


hislove, ncemans dnchon an reels s ont 
he did \forgi 2 


- my 


wear 6 + x 
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little farther --;HiNce; the love atxd kindneſs 
of the of-God,- has been, and is fo-ardent to us; 
let this holy flame warm..our Souls with 
affecions to him again. And kt the egreſſions of our 
love to hum, comotipond to bis way of expreſſing love 
£6: us. That is,, .as; he has mantieſted his love, in 
eftxel coming tous ; ſo ket- us ſhew ours, in meer 
defires. of going to him. 

Were weexalted to the higheſt Glories ; were we 
furrounded with blifs,, and incircled with Joy, and 
crowned with Honour and Immortality: Jn a word 
were we above in the heavealy ſtate ; yet were we 
there: without: CHRIST , who brought vs thither ; 
methinks we ſhould be impatient even. of that ſweet 

. condition; and: find: a wearinets and reſtleineſs in our 
ſ{tves,; till we: mi wok into. lus wiſthed) preſence, 
where+ever it: ſhould be. - Bur how'much-greater cauſe 
have we now , of longing to be where our > aro 
_ IS; wheawe are not in _—_— _—_ Earth ; 

s ering, dy1 ate; wiuch were it _ 
Gar ork co nbextery would not ndectl be worth 
the lmving. | 

-Mirchinks © Chriſtians} FOE as Sngtizns ddrida 

ing SAVIOUR comes into our minds (and ſure 
peaches feqn endbonn Sink pridont hrgiag 
nt £2and: burn wit 

neva amd we ſhould not-care;'gither whac: we 

did:,' or” what 'we ſuffered): fo w/c might but. aſcend 

unto his MAJESTY. 
Thus it was with that glorious Martyr S. Iomatius , 


ipte; .and Arch Bithop of: 4wt och... H 
: bumſtl6ig:his-Epi leto-the.Romakr; 1ds: 
, fire arcdio 3; ar Dean mG regen, Wor lies 


X@ 458 x Either of thines viſible, or iwvifh- 
ble, ſo I may injoy JESUS CHRIST. nip  5zvegs, 


GC, 
' 
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&e; Let" fire; yd" the C oo ;Frogps- F-wild 
Beaſts { tet extrings ,.. and lincings 


bones; tet Harte my members Pda oem 


of my ' Body, and FA hafpiſtntent's 'the fey come 


4 
on me , fo 7 may offeſs JESUS CHRIST.” xaadv 4h 


dorcdocv3v Roc 1s Xe /5dy 1 *Tis good fi for 'meto et = 
JESUS CHRIST; 3 " Pankdgy' Tay" ht 

rather than to reign over' the Euttt * 2 he Edith. 
And a little after he'cries out','- 7 Kvg 201 artb@y*' pbe 
LORD 7 defire, infvor Eur; bias ſeek. Thus the 
holy man, breathed , and thus his hol Soul panted 
afrer JESUS. ' O that our'defires w riſe ny run, 

and at ſuch rate; "as they hive" "greateſt teafory to 
do_ continually.” * 

4. How ftndious, officious , Pr Jebbrivus ſbeuld 
we be, for the good of Men ; though jy what we do'we 
debaſe our ſelves," ' and ſtoop fas moſt ' inferior im- 
ployments > The SON of G OP earne” into the 
World. - And to what end? To be ſole and abſolute 
Monarck of the Earth? And'to a& pom ſtate, 
or ſpleridid greatneſs , in, or 'overit ?- Did be come 
to wear a Robe, andto ſway a Sceptre 2 * To live in 
Honour, an4 ro-rule/in Glory? | o have Princes-for 
his ſervants, aqgd Kings for his FAR-Homy & Puiflant 
Emperours for his companions? Or did he come to 
ere&t his Pavilion in the Clouds, and to make the Skies 
his ſpatious territories? Did he come to be any 
with the Stars, and to be clothed with theBun = 
have Cherubim'for his Guard ,' and roar bis 
train > To threaten with accents as Plercin yp 
ning, and to command with a voice as dt 
Thunder; and to receive the homage and | profr 
adorations of all the'l ones of ite Uni 

ThisI-confefs, and a great deal'more; , ou have 
been but” highly Padititg his MAJESTY." Bir wide 
y 


'9 


1 > ors 1 | . P . 
tialy,, and independently; yet per. gratiam creationis ,; 


ly: diferent from this. Ks he end, of JESUS, 


ER 5 ry o " d P\YY f was LO; VE. 1NnNers De, 
£a0l8\ Ault, and 


| in, the as A1nners : ;De: 
'g QUAN llotr WOOL + Theq, which he could 
haye .made. a-thouſand. times, more ,'and a:thouſand 
rumes better creatures with-a.word, And this was a 
mean, work for him, . eſpecially. conſidering how it was. 
to.be done. \.For he was.\to + them, by ſatisfying 
for hem: And to, fatisfic ,.. by, Suffering. By Suffer- 
ing ſhame, by Suffering, pain,,,. by, Suffering i death , 
and allthat innocence could .indure. | 
BUT lefs then we cannat learn from hence, than, 
to.ſerve, Mankind with a-pious induſtry ; and never to. 
ſick at.our own diminution, ſo we may contribute to. 
their Salvation. An example of this , .is the great S, 
Paul: I will very gladly ſpend , and be ſpent for 
YOu,. 2. Cor. 12. 15. 
5.<How confident may we be of our Souls Immorta» 


| lity 2.,,For-werenot their Exiſtence laſting , and their. 


Lite extended beyond the term of, this tranſitory ſtate 
our: bleſſed LORD need not have come. to purchaſe 
their Salvation, But ſince he was.born to ranſom, 
them from Hell, and to put them in a capacity of fu-, 
ture, happineſs; this fully | evinceth,, that, they ſhall. 
have being, -when -this World. has none ,, . and live 


, through the:longeſt tracts of Eternity This Heathens. 


law by their glummering light. For as the Ingenious, 
Poet ſang, Morte carent auimge.---, And another ,; 
Sant aliquid,' manes, | lethum non oma fuunts . Ghoſts. 
ue ſomewhat. upgn. which, the fangs,of Death- don't. 
Allen; .- | | 

Our Spirits are not of ſv mean a_ make ,. as at Death. 
to. periſh with their, concrete bodies. , They are privi- 
leg'd with perpetuity, a parte poſh as the Schools lpeak. 
Tho' not, 6745 gzodis ; imply , abſolutely, cſlen- 


by 
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þy Gngule favour beſtowed on them in-their. creation. . 
Lhole nob 


e Eſſences, whateyer. datker minds, may 
wildly 1magin, - were not deſign'd for a temporary cons 
tinuance. Their nature is Immortal, and runs paralel 
with the longeſt line of endleſs duration. Their, oris 
gin is derived from GOD himfelf,. and when his All- 


powerful-goodneſs formed them , he never meant that 


ſuch Glorious lights , ſhould only twinkle. a, little, 
and then go out;. Glitter a. while upon, the ſtage of 
being, and fo be thruſt. down into the black abyſs of 
non-exiſtence. 2: | 
Indeed at Death he Suffers them to-{et in: a Cloud; 
and lers them go down in, the Horizon of time : But 


' then it,is that they may riſe in the Hemiſphere of E- 


ternity, and ſhine inthe-vertical of a future life with- 
out declenſion. Death is. ſo far from extinguiſhing 


the life of Souls, that it excites it , and makes ir more - 


energetical; raiſing them. to. an-higher. degree. of. vi- 
vacity., thanany here poſſeſſed. Ir only cutsthe cord 


of vital union, which ties them up in-theſe-rags- of 
' Fleſh, andtrips:them of thoſe ſordid.clothes of duſt , 


which dreſs them for Mortality. _ It only pricks the 
bladder of the Body, and refunds/that au ects vis 
(as Nazianzen calls the. Soul ) breath of the Immenſe 


mind, GOD, back-unto Himſelf. O let us live like . 


thoſe that have Souls , that have fuch Immortal Souls 
to be ſowed. 


6. What avindication of Providence-is here as tothe 


Eternal perdition of the: Vnzodly2  D.ſmal things 


occur in Scripture, touching, rhe- final ſtate of. Souls. . 


Weread there, that. CHRIS T's Churcly.is a. /is/e 
Fleck.:,. That the. Gate; of Life, is, fraight_ and narrow; 
And. that there are few that [babe Saved, Andmany 
Father the'event upon G O D, his. Soyereigo, Power, 
and;irreſpet:ve.Decree : And ralk reſleQiogly againſt 


his, 


| The End of -- | 
his MAJESTY, as if he. had arbitrarily condemng& 
the greateſt part of Men, by irrevocable Sentence; 
to the moſt extreme and interminable Miſeries. Bur ig - 
this likely > Or can this be? When his own SON, 
his only Son , came into the World to fave Sinners; 
all S:nners that will be ſaved 2 + 
Much might'be aid againſt this rigid , ſour, ill 
natur'd Opinion, ( which ſtrikes {o direAly ar the 
GOODNESS of GOD, that central and radj- 
cal perfeCtion of his; and derogates from his kind and 
gracious Philanthropy with mighty diſparayement and 
detamation. ) Bur it will not do well in contfuting'* an 
Error to confront Authority. Yet this 1 will add, 
and T with the whole World could hear it at once ; and 
glad Iam, that 1 ſpeak it this day in fo celebrious an 
Atſembly , becauſe it does right" to'the GOD of 
Heaven. ' bee” | | Gk 
_ © 'There is nothing leſs g2ateful , nothing moze” gzievons 
to hts @acred WYAJESWLTY , than the raine-of thoſe 
Souls which his hands have made. | 
And'O that none of Mankind might Perifh! But 
they that do ſo by abſolute Decree.” "Then all the 
Pofteriry'of fallen Adam , would be fureto be Chil- 
dren of the Living GOD, and to triumph rogether 
in the Peace, and Joys, and Glories of 1s prejence , 
for evermore. 


7. Let no Perſons that repent truly of Sin, ever 
* deſpair of their Salvation. 1 know it is the commune 
fault of Men , rather'to preſume than deſpond of 
Happineſs. But tho' rhe many amongſt us be addict- 
ed to preſumption ; yet ſome _— 1n danger of the 
oppoſite Evil; andthrough' the fenſe and fting of their 
own Guilt, gad the curſed inſtigations of malicions 
Spirits , ſtrongly inclin'd to deſperation. . _—_ - 
ac 
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ſach the comfortable Potrine of this Text, does next 
applyarfelf, 1 0914 [ei N 

It bids chem lift up their drooping Heads,” and be- 
hold their kind and compaſſionare REDEEMER: It 
bids them look and fee how he haits and flies moit 
ſwiftly towardsthem,, with extended Arms of tender 
Mercy ready ro: embrace them.” A ſighbtable to revive 
theit gaſping /hopes; and buoy up then heavy,. peniive 
Hearts, though immers 'd in [greateſt depths of for- 
row. What | -can we ſeethe Son of GOD clothed 
with our Fleth, and joined rvyour nature, and yer con 
clude our own adoption; thing 'impothble Z [Can we 
ſee the high and- mighty JESUS, come inco-the 
World to fave Sinners j ahd yet [think we cannot be 
ſaved by Him? They are ſunk into a low condition 
indeed , whom hecannot advance ro Pardon anc] Feljs 
city. - He is able:to- ſave fic 79 mris Heb. 7. 25. 
tobe; uttermofi," And no Sinners ( relying on has mes 
rits; 4nd Faithfullydi{charging cheir awn-duries ) ever 
miſcarried or tell thort of , throug lr deficiency 
whim, or any inability to conveigh them chicher; 
But we dre apt to queſtion ſhis-wil# therefore y; ras - 
ther than his! Fower,, 'torfave us. But] affureyou-we 
have hcelecauſe/to do it, Does He not freely invite us 
to-Salvarion 7 Come unto me all ye that labour awd are 
heavy laden. Does he: not promiſe to receive us it .we 
come? lim that cometh unto me, 1 will:in no wife. caff 
out. Does he not complain , becauſe we will not come? 
Fe will not come to md'thas yt might Bade Life. Yea did | 
be not grieve and weeptoſee Mens backwardneſs'? So 


hke'didover the famous City : @ Jeruſalem , Ferwſatenr, 


cc, Andwhett CHRIST thus umportunes us tol come 
8ad-be ſaved ;, promiſes! 401 regeive' us, if wecome; 
complains, and. grieves, and weeps, becauſerwe'do 
not come: Can we think he is unwithog to fave = ; ” 
ou 
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—_ " 
1; Should we take! our Bibles, and turn over the 'Hil 
ſtory of his bleſſed Incarnation , his holy Life; his 
bitter-and:hisbloody; paſſion;' weicould no where Uif- 
ebver'ot find out any: thing, that looks like the leaſt 
unwillingneſs in'CHR 1ST to faveSinners. If he 
were unwilling to doit, iwhy .did he-come into the 
World on purpoſe > /.As the Text informs he'did. Or 
when he had-been a while here; and had felt in ſome 
meaſure , the weight 'and pungency of his direfull 
Suffterings ; if he had not been __ fave Sinners, 
why did he not ſhrink and draw back, and refuſe'to 
go through them , 'but -meekly ſubmit to the tollera- 
tion-of them ? We' know what he once faid : ' He 
could have prayed his FATHER , and he would have 
ſent him more than twelve Legions of Angels. A ſuffi- 
cient Power to have reſcu'd him from a few 4illy 
and abuſive > Worms,” - But he” never put up this 
petition 50 and | was he "then unwilling to ſave us 2 
O do not.think ſo! Do not wrong him with ſuch 
a thought.  'Once indeed | he prayed, that it -it 
were- poſlible, / the .Cup- of his affliction might pa 

from him: But therein he: did not: ſo mach tho an 

reluctance or unwillingneſs :todrink't off; as'the 'ex- 
ceeding bitterneſs and acerbity of 'it. 'For ar the ſame 
inſtant, -he refign'dhimſelf wholly to' G O D's diſpo- 
fal, 'and deſired to Die if he ſo pleaſed.. Not my will, 
but. thine bevdone.;' L + II Q\n AIG) 19.541 8 k 1 7.2 


& 


.* Butif CHRITS'T' be thus willing to fave Sinners, 


thert how' comes .it about , that the day of Grace ſhould 
ever. be paſt with- any in: this-Life? | And that Men 
ſhould. grow-up* tocſuctr ian height; of Sin\, as'Here"to 
bedebarr'd from the Mercy off Pardon ,; and even" ts 
anticipate their, final Sentence, \by.. being condemiied 
before the Judgment. 2. #05. 2 1 . 
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..To this LAnſwer, Eirft <,it ia great Queſtion whes 


Cain. was a Man unmeaſurably Sinful : and fo.,was 
Eſax :..and; ſo, was Simon Magus :. and. ſo was Judas: 
Yet concerning the worſt. of theſe, it was never pro-. 
nounced, that . their Day of Grace was over in this 
World. | 
_ Tis true, Cain was thrown out of GODS preſence: 
with a Curſe, But .( ſo have many Excommunicated 
Perſons been) and if he had returned and fought it 
by. Obedience, he ſhould certainly haye found Re-ad- 


"miſſion to his Favour. 


And: of Eſa it is recorded; that he found no Place: 
for Repentance, though he ſought it carefully with 
Tears. But then what Repentance was that which he 


. ought ſo mournfully 2 He did not ſeek to Repent of 


his Sins ;- but. beſought his Father to R _, of lis 
Bleſſing, that ſo he might have recovered the. Right of 
Primogeniture; which he profanely alien'd to his Bro- 
Va This the ſight of -hus loſs, not. the ſenſe of; his 
ins, made him weep and cry-out with. exceeding bit- 
terneſs, ( Ger. 27. ) not to. GOD, to have his Tref-, 
paſſes. remitted ; ( then he had been happy ;) but to 
ſſaac, tohave his Bleſſing reverſed. But becauſe ages 
BenediCtion was irrevocable, therefore was Eſaws La» 
mentation WOE. us Read, TEE a 
- And touching Simon s we that though 
he was in the ? of {robe 4 and the bond of iniquity, 
foak'd in the vurulence. and. venom of. Sin, and a, per- 
fedk captivero the Deyil ; yer St. Peter adviſed hin 
to Repent of his: Wickednels, , and to pray to GOD, 
if peradventare the thoughts of his Heart might be . fore 


gruen 
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ghven him. He was gone very far, when he wis come 
UE 


to this. But though his Caſe was hazardous, it was 
not hopeleſs. For the Apoſtle would never have ſet 
him 'to -work, if he had thought his Labour would 
have been in vain: 
'*And for Jadas,'it is believed,that though his'crime 
was of a monſtrous nature,and prodigiouſly aggravated 
by moſt horrid Cireumftances ; yet Repentanee would 
have brought him under the line of Mercy, and with» 
in the compaſs of Pardon. So St. Auſtin concludes int 
his Tractate de util. Panit. Judam Traditorem, non 
tam ſeelys quod” commiſit, quam indulgentie defperatio, 
fecit penitus interire. - It was' not ſo much the Villany he 
committed, as deſpair of Mercy, that made the Traytor 
Judas to Periſh. 

© Now if "the Day of Grace were not paſt with theſe 
id "notorious Offenders, why ſhould -1t; be paſt with 
any while- alive. | 

"Secondly, to the (Firs I Anſwer : f the day of 

e 


Grace, may in this Life be paſt with us ; this js confiſtent 
enough with CHRISPs wile to ſave us: © For it is 
not Foun of him, "but our ſelves, that the unhappineſs 
befalls us. © While bur [LORD endeavours torechkim 
us from: our Sins, and” Reduce us to himfelf'- and we 
refiſt the ſtrivings of his SP/R77, and deteatthe work- 
ings of his Providence, "and elude the Methods of his 
ifdom, and fruſtrate the Contrivances of his Love 
and Kindneſs, deftin'd*to our good :.we' may hereby 
arriveat ſuch a.pitch of Malice, as to be incapable of 
Salvation'in ſome refpe& : at ſych a pitch of Malice 
that the Ordinary influence and concurrence of Di- 
vine Grace, which is ſafficient to other Mens Salva- 


_ . tion, wilt not' be effective of ours,” Nor is God gþli - 


gedthen' to'exert his Grace in mghrier efforts and'z 
Power irre//tib]e. No, rather ( conſidering ay 
P75 oz Ve 
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the Caſe ſtands thus : if none mayideſpair,ifall'; 
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have deſpiſed his fortther Goodhefs/)- it is but juſt 
with him to withdraw the Commune Effluxes of it, led- 
ving us (as he did that ftubbort Pharaoh) to our 
ſelves. And then our Hearts,which would not be in- 
-tencrated and molhfi'd by his Grace, will grow more 
 obſtinate and inflexible. 


* When we are: come into theſe Circumſtances, we. 
may well-ſuſpe& that our Day of Grace is paſt indeed., 


For then we are unlike to get to Heaven, unleſs by 
extraordinary Diſpenfations,, which GOD has prom 
{d\ to. none, and very feldom- affords'to: any- - But 
hc who is toblamefor this? Not' CHRIST, for lic is 
toſave us Mill : but our felves alone, who have 

nk deep into the Gulf of Sin, as to render: our Es 
-mergency into State of RighteouſheſSextreinely diffi- 
cult, and -iri the Courſe: of GODS nfual dealings with 
Men,utrerly impoſſible. And-wher by our vile'& licer- 
tious praQtices, we thus ſtraiten and block'up our way 
to Heaven, and ſhat'and bolt the Gate of Paradiſe a» 
our ſelves; we cannot © co that we are 

pt out, becauſe CHRIST i unw! g-to let'us in. 
No, atithe ourcries of: Periſhing Souls, that 
pierce the horrible of and-eccho 
ia the diſmal Caverns of Hell, 1 daroboldly fay, 'there 
4s none like this : That and die in 


mir, £7) EORIST-tcny 1 
y CL 
But then (, may | ſome hong 3-0 doyy'-3 ptr he 


faved;then what goodnews is herefor us? TE 
continue where we are,arndilay-down/andreft in 6ur-ol4 
delights , y. and go. on with compre. bo in FO 
leaſure, and yet do well 
=: a ſhort; WES 
an was -not'to the 
taful, -but/ to-ſajppars "nd Ng ro: tant 
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the preſumptuous; but to relieve the penitent. To 
-build a SanQtuary for- the contrite, not a refuge for 
-the careleſs. And if they will ſnatch the Doctrine 
-out of my mouth, and make it miniſter to evil pur- 
poſes ;' be_ it known unto them, they do great dif- 
| ſervice to their own Intereſts. -Tf like Pharaohs Ma- 
gicians,they will turn a-ſtaff intoa ſerpent; or change 
an antidote-todeadly poyſon : it they'l burn by that 
fire, which was kindled to warm them ; and- ſurfeit 
of that food which was prepar'd to nouriſh them ; 
who can help-it? Themſelves muſt anſwer for their 
wilfull ruine; and by a—_—_—_ the uſe of ſuch-whol: 
ſome remedies, ſhall periſh like fools, and none ſhall 
pity them. _.- 1.» | 

For -albeit CHRIS'T-is willing.to fave us, yet 
fave us he will,:on his ows terms, and in his own way. 
And how is that ? 'Fhe Scripture certifies. 

GOD ſent his SON to bleſs us, in tufhing. every 
one of "us from our Tniquities. And CHRIST gave 
himſelf for us, that he might REDEEM us from all 
Triquity. . (So that. firſt he ſaves us from-ſin, and then 
from -miſery:- -'That's'-the progreſlive method or or- 
der,- which he has fixt-and preſcribed to! himſelf, -in 
carrying, on and 'compleating the: work of our  Salva- 
tion. . Firſt he reſcues us from the reign, -and power, 
and; practice of Sin:.and then: from 'the guilt, and 
curſe; : and: puniſhment- of .it.-: If: therefore we mean 

$& perfiſt in Sin;''it: behoves us to ſeek out for another 

SAVIOUR, if 'in-the end:iwe would' be happy. 

And.; we: cannot;but .remember, :that this Inference, 

counſels ;none againſtdeſpairing of Salvation, but ſuch 

as repent, and fepent: thulyrof Same 07 10 1 098 2 
7 Sor; litthe caſe bave we ts diftiuſt Providence; as 
#0\1 ourryemperal maintenance /\:G U'D that [honoured 
us'with ſo great aibleflingias: ] ES U Ss Advent, will 

$2 not 
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CHRIST'S Advent. 
fot deny us thoſe that are leſs. 'Tis the Apoſtles In- 
ference from the fame Dofrine. Ze that ſpared not 
his. SON, but delivered him up for us all ; Flow ſpall 
he not with him alſo freely give #s all things? He that 
paid ſuch a vaſt price for-our Souls, will- not negle& 
them While'they'dwell in theſe Bodies. '* He will cer- 
tainly vouchſafe us as much as we need; though per- 
haps not ſo much as we-wi/h. What the Pfalmiſt af 
ſerted, we 'may boldly- believe; they that fear the 
LORD, ſhall lack no manner of thing that is good. 
They may lack many things good in themſelves, but 
nothing thats good for them. - He that fed Elijah by 
the-miniſtry of: Ravens, and the Serepran Widdow by 
miraculous augmentation- of her exhauſted proviſions; 
will find out ways for our competent ſubſiſtence, in 
our greateſt deſtitution of neceſlary ſupplies: and will 
take care that we ſhall never want, what it: were bet- 
ter for us to enjoy." © 

Laſtly, Since CHRIST- JESUS came into 
The World to fave ſinners; how /hould we laud him *for 
that | fignal- Mercy ?. It is the higheſt and moſt glorious 
favour, that ever we received at his hands : And there+ 
fore: for it, we ſhould*exceed in gratitade. And theres 
fore our Church in a deep ſenſe of this incumbent Du- 
ty; has appointed the Benediftus , that moſt admirable 
Hymn or Song of Blefling for our $AVITOUR'S 
Incarnation; to:.be offered-up to G OD-in her-Mor- 
ning Devotions : and mentions it alſo in the General 
Thankſgiving ; and good reaſon. © For had he.'given 
us leave to'ask what we would; and a*promiſe to ob- 
tain: whatever weasked ; we-could nothave requeſtet 
any thing ſo great - yet this he” imparted,” undefired. 
Yea, if G-:O D' had ſtadied and caſt about with him- 
ſelf to all' Eternity, the could not have: invented or 
projetted for us, a more/noble kindneſs. _ O that _ 

wo 
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would therefore praiſe.” the LORD,” for this his 
- GOODNESS. -. But Men: alone cannot do it & 
- nough: -let the whole Creation make one Quire, -and 
joyn in conſort to celebrate his Name with -ſolemn 
Praiſes. Let the Saiats and Angels praiſe him. 'Ler 
the Heavens and the Earth praiſe him. Let the World, 
let both the Worlds, and all that is therein praiſe him, 
But above all, let every ſincere Penitent rouze up him 
ſelf, as the good Man did ; Praiſe thou the L ORD; 
© my Soul. Methinks we. ſhould wiſh” we had .z 
Thouſand Tongnes to fing forth thankful Anthems to 
his MAJESTY: And: that our ſelves were turned 
_ all into Harmony, that ſo we might extol him with 
the ſweeteſt Melody. But being ſure we are unable to 
praiſe him ſufficiently here upon Earth,let us reſolve to 
do. what we-can,and-let the reſt alone tillwe get to Hea» 
ven. -Where our faint, and flat; and low magnificats, 
ſhall rife up to Divine and lofty Hallelujahs, and run 
out in molt high and:Eternal Doxologies. 
' .I now conclude with this one Corollary, Sch 78 
the ſweetneſs, ſuch the' uſefulneſs of the Text before us, 
that it ought never to be forgotten by us. Let us ſet it 
therefore continually-in our fight. Let us fix it in-our 
minds, and Print 1t in'our memories, and every day 
revolve it in our cogitations. It is as choice, . as pa- 
:thetick a place, as any in the'Bible, C H RIST 
] ES U $: came into- the World to;ſave: frmers what 
a ſtrange gratification drops and'diſtills, from the af 
feting words? They are more fragrant than Perfumes; 
More ſavory than Banquets : more precious than: Jew- 
ls ; more-- powerful. than Rhetorick.: more. cordial 
-than-Wine /; more; healing' than Balm: more taking 
than Beauty; more. raviſhingthan Love. Tknow not 
what to ſay, to expreſs my own Sentimentsof them; 
much leſs to ſet forth their native Excellence. They 
.are more valuable than all the World, to .repenting 
"ons | Sinners, 


CHRIST'S Advent. 


Sinners. And all the felicities in the World, cantiot” 
lift them up to ſuch a degree of rapturous Joy, as 
that which ſpreads and flows through their Souls, up- 
on the ſerious contemplation of this moſt faithful, ac- 

. ceptable ſaying, CHRIST JESUS came into 
the World to ſave Sinners. To whom be all Glory, 
Love, and Obedience, for ever and ever. Amen, 
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